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Prayer Concerns…

The Shepherd’s Word
Our Shepherd UCC
710 Ethan Allen Drive
Howards Grove, WI 53083

Please keep those who are shut-in or ill in
your prayers.
Stella Miller – 326 Isabelle Court
Sheboygan Falls, WI 53085
Cell: 920-889-8366
Kathleen Grube -Terrace Estates
1231 Eisner Ave
Sheboygan, WI 53083
Cleora Marx - 110 S. Pershing Avenue
Howards Grove, WI 53083
Doris Hanke - The Waterford
2586 Valley Rd
Plymouth, WI 53073

Newsletter via E-mail?
An easy way to help save Our Shepherd a little money and reduce some clutter
in your house is to have your email address added to our newsletter emailing
list. This will save the cost of postage and printing. Simply let Pastor Nathan or
Shari know if you would like to receive our newsletter view email instead of
having it sent in the mail.
Options, Options, Options
Our congregation is making a real difference in the world and you have the ability to be a part of
this! We are feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick, gee that is the kind of stuff Jesus was
calling for! All of this ministry does indeed require financial support, ministry does require funding in our
world. The good news is there are multiple ways you can be part of this ministry.
- We offer a space during our worship services where you can physically deposit your
contribution, or
-You can use your bank’s online bill paying service to automatically mail a check to Our
Shepherd, or
-You can go to our website and follow the link in order to establish automated giving or
use the following link: https://secure.myvanco.com/YHE5/home
Summer Giving
Summer has arrived, which means camp fires, ball games, time at the lake, and vacations. Please don’t forget
that the financial obligations of the church do not take a summer vacation. One of the great ways of
remembering these obligations is to participate in our on-line giving through Vanco. Follow the link on our
website to customize your giving in a way that meets your personal needs and fulfills your obligation to our
financial commitments.

COFFEE BREAK
OUR SHEPHERD, UCC
710 Ethan Allen Drive
Howards Grove

2ND AND 4TH WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH
STARTING IN MAY 9:00 a.m. - 11:00a.m.

Our Shepherd, UCC will be hosting a Coffee Break on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of each month. Join us for a time of open conversation
along with a cup of coffee and, perhaps a cookie or two.
We will meet in the church common area. Bring your ideas, bring a friend, bring a
neighbor! Those attending do not need to be a member of Our Shepherd , UCC.
ALL ARE WELCOME!!!
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FITF
Sept 18
10:00 –
2:00

We will continue to gather inside our church
building for worship services (watch for outdoor
service dates). Face masks are optional.
The Congregation is invited to sing all songs.

June-July-August
Worship Service will be held at
9:00 a.m.
Consistory
Pastoral Relations
Roger Sheahan –President Neal Henschel
JoAnn Gadicke - Secretary
Nicole Twohig-Sec
Nancy Cherney
Nancy Henschel
Kyle Stowers
Ann VanWyk
Audrey Aardappel
Dale Cherney

Officers
Mandi GrubeTreasurer
Carla HembChurch & Financial
Secretary

The Falls Food Pantry serves the needs of Howards Grove, Kohler, Sheboygan Falls and
Waldo. All donations are very much appreciated.
Food Pantry Needs
We all are experiencing rising prices in the grocery stores and our food pantries are
not immune to this. As you are doing your grocery shopping, if at all possible, consider
purchasing just one extra item for our food pantry donation. Imagine what you would want
to see if your kitchen pantry was empty. Look for something on sale, look for something
nutritious, and remember those who are less fortunate.
SHOP WITH SCRIP Continuing in 2022, card orders will be due the 3rd Sunday of
every month. Don’t worry; we will have a stockpile of the cards purchased most
often that you can buy any Sunday. It’s best to get that order in on a monthly basis
so you can plan for it in your budget.
Any questions, talk to Shari Ver Straate, Renae Wunsch, Nancy Cherney or Char Gumm.

Church School News
The Upper Room

The July/August issue of the daily
devotional “The Upper Room” is
available in the
Literature Rack.

Yoga is planning to
resume this fall. The
first date will be
Monday, September
12th,at 11:00.
Questions, please
contact Renae at
920 - 565-2785 or
rkwunsch711@gmail
.com

Items for the Food Pantry
The month of August donations may be
placed in the basket, located in the office
area: School Supplies

Change for Change Jar – Money
used to purchase items for food
pantry
Prayer Shawl/Blankets – For those in our prayers, items
can be found in the office area. If you know of someone
in need of a shawl/blanket, please select an item to
present to them.
Beverage Tabs for the Ronald McDonald House
Birthday Bags - Thank you to those that
continue to provide birthday bags. If you
would like to donate for a bag, bring: a box of
cake mix, small bottle of oil, can of frosting,
candles – the eggs supplied by food pantry.
The bags to place the items in are located in
the church office.
Watch for a sign-up sheet in the near future

Church School News
B: Be with God L: Love God &
neighbor U: Understand yourself as a
child of God E: Explore the Bible
Church school is offered to children age 3 to
confirmation. The program runs from 8:30 to 9:45

Church School will resume in late September.
Time to think about Confirmation
Despite the fact that we are in the middle of summer, the school year will be upon us before we know it. In order to
begin preparations, I really need to know who intends to participate in our confirmation program. This is typically a twoyear program, beginning in the Fall of the 7th grade. Once I have a sense as to who intends to participate, we can figure
out the details of when we are meeting and what the program looks like. The past two years we have partnered with
another congregation, that is a possibility moving forward, but we have flexibility in that area. If there is a member of
your family that would be eligible for this program, or if you have questions, please contact me before August 7th so that
I can begin making plans. Give me a call, send an email, or catch me at the church.

God’s Blessings on your Birthday - August
11 Victoria Eisentraut
13 Ava Ver Straate
18 Todd Stoffregen
21 Amanda Vasconi
21 Audrey Aardappel
26 Nancy Henschel
26 David Aardappel

Births, Baptisms, New Members, Deaths
Theo Myles and Nora Kaye were baptized on July 16, 2022.
They join parents, Eric & Lindsay Ver Straate and
big sister Emme.

Outside Worship
At this point we will tentatively plan to
worship in our new Outdoor space the on
the 4th Sunday of August. If the weather
has other plans, we might have to adjust.
Don’t forget your lawn chair!
Piano
Our Shepherd has recently acquired a second electronic keyboard, which is portable enough to
move outside for our outdoor events. With this addition, we are thinking it is perhaps time to
remove one of our two pianos. If you know of someone who would be interested in one of
our spinet pianos contact the church office, we would love to help give a piano a new home.

Meals for Salvation Army
The Women's Fellowship makes meals for Salvation Army twice a month. We are
asking for help in providing supplies for these meals be either by donating items
that we need or by purchasing a gift card from Piggly Wiggly or Walmart. Below
is a list of items that we will need. We will be serving 30
people. If you are able to make a dessert for one of the
days, we would appreciate that. Thank you.
FOR August 9 Pasta Salad with Sub Sandwiches

We will need the following items:
3 large red onions 1 large cucumber
1 # carrots
1 green pepper
1 red pepper
3 boxes of Spiral Noodles
3 dozen sub buns
1 1/2# thinly sliced ham
1 1/2# thinly sliced turkey
1 head of lettuce, 1 squeeze bottle mayo
Dessert
FOR August 23 – Tater Tot Casserole, Jell-O and bread

We will need the following items:
2 large bags tater tots
2 onions
1 celery
4 bags of frozen cut
green beans
4 cans cream of mushroom soup 3 loaves of bread
3 large packages Jell-O
1 large package Vanilla Pudding( cooking kind)
1 large container Cool Whip
Please let Char Gumm know what you are able to donate to these meals, her number is 920475-3657.

Thanks for your generosity
The Salvation Army Volunteers look forward to our meals. Anyone can also
volunteer to make a meal and donate it. Every month they provide a calendar
with a list of people or organizations that volunteer food for the homeless. If
anyone is interested their website is:
https://centralusa.salvationarmy.org/sheboygan/el-volunteer-calendar or you can
contact CarryeJo Cony at 920-694-1271

The Knights of North Castle
The Knights were on a noble journey and found their armor in the Kings
Book and have left the castle, with their Armor of Truth, Justice, Peace,
Faith, and Salvation. A successful VBS event was enjoyed by 46
Knights and 8 Knight leaders. Adults sharing their time and talents to
help the children armor up were: Jody Johnson, Tracy Sommer, Kay
Sheahan, Carla Hemb, Karen Karsteadt, Julianna Kuzulka, Donna
Bauer, Pastor Nathan Athorp and Pastor Jeannie Douglas. Support staff: Jeff
Wunsch, Pam Knuth, Ann VanWyk, June Wiegand, and Sara Athorp. Some jobs
get done without people being seen and their help is so appreciated: Char Gumm,
James Kalk, Carol Mae Milbrath, and Roger Sheahan. Thank you to Our Shepherd
Family for your continued support of the VBS program by providing needed
supplies which allowed us to share the love the of the Lord with our friends from
Immanuel, and many youth from the surrounding area. We will continue to collect
monies to purchase Christmas gifts for the children of Haiti for a few more weeks.
“Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.” Ephesians 6:10
God’s Blessing, Armorer Renae and Sparky

Voices of Peace, Peace Church , Potter’s 17th annual

Gospel Music Fest
Hilbert Civic Park - Hwy 57 Hilbert Wisconsin – Rain or Shine
Friday August 19
Saturday, August 20
11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.-7:00p.m.
Free admission – Bring you lawn chair-Food available-Nondenominational-Free will offering
For more info contact Bud or Carolyn at: Phone: 920-756-3830 or 920-470-0423
Email: bud.mcatee@gmail.com or www.voicesof peacemusic.net
More than 10 groups are scheduled to perform. See bulletin board for more information.

Dates to Remember in August
We will not be celebrating Communion in August.
August 7th we will be worshipping in partnership with Immanuel UCC, north of Lakeland
College. Worship will be at Immanuel at 9:00. Please come join us, it will be fun worshipping
in a new way and a new setting for a week.
August 14th, Worship at Our Shepherd will be led by Bonnie Ziegler. Bonnie has led worship
with us before. She is the Director of Church Relations at Lakeland University and is a
graduate of the Wisconsin Conference Lay Academy
August 21st we will be worshipping with the Delawder Family musical group.

The Larry Delawder Family
Will be doing the morning worship service at
Our Shepherd UCC in Howards Grove
on

August 21 @ 9:00 a.m.
Larry began full time in solo ministry with his family coming along on the road. He and his wife
Sara, along with their daughters, Hannah and Faith now travel full time in family ministry. It is
the desire of the entire family to use their God given talents to touch hearts, win souls and
minister in whatever way the Lord will use them.
www.larrydelawder.com

New Mental Health Hotline 988
Our nation implemented a new mental health hotline. If you or
someone you know are experiencing a mental health crisis,
experiencing suicidal thoughts, or addiction abuse, a new tool is
now available. You can call 988, just like you would 911. A call or
text to 988 will put you in contact with a counselor who has
resources available. 911 if you need immediate response from an
emergency responder, 988 if you are looking for a person to talk to
and identify resources for a specific mental health issue

Texas Roadhouse Fundraiser
Eat out on Sundays and give to the church at the same time! If you eat
at Texas Roadhouse between 11:00am and 10:00pm on Sundays and submit a current copy of
our worship bulletin, Texas Roadhouse will donate 10% of your food purchases back to our
church!

Praiseworthy and Gospel Guys Practices
Praiseworthy
Aug 3
6:45 p.m.
Aug 8
6:45 p.m.
Aug 17
Aug 22
Aug 31
Sept. 7
Sept 14

6:45 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
6:45 p.m. (Kyle & Zach)
6:45 p.m. (Kyle & Zach)

Gospel Guys
Aug 8
Aug 14
Aug 17
Aug 22
Aug 28
Sept 11
Sept 14

6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. (Sing for Service)
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
6:00 a.m.

FITF - Praiseworthy and Gospel Guys - Sound Check 11:00 a.m./ Perform 11:15-12:00
on September 18, 2022

You are invited to audit Religion Classes at Lakeland University
In recognition of the historic support given to Lakeland by many UCC churches and members across the
state, Lakeland is pleased to extend this special offer. Current classes being offered in the Fall 2022 Semester:
REL 111 01 Old Testament as an Act of Resistance – Tuesdays, 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.
REL 132 01 Religious Diversity in America - Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:10-11:05 a.m.
REL 233 01 Western Religious Traditions - Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 - 2:20 p.m.
REL 450 01 Religious Thought, Faith, Vocation - Mondays, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
For more information or to register for a class visit
http://lakeland.edu/ulrich-center/ucc-members-audit-courses
Space may be limited

Please join us for The 12th Annual
"FAITH IN THE FALL"
Music Festival
Sunday, September 18, 2022, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
OUR SHEPHERD UCC
710 Ethan Allen Drive, Howards Grove
EVENT WILL BE HELD RAIN OR SHINE
FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
MUSIC GROUPS ALL DAY, 50/50 RAFFLE, BASKET RAFFLES,
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY & GAME AREA
*Proceeds from the 50/50 raffle will be donated to the Sheboygan County Food Bank. Canned Goods
for the Food Bank will also be collected.

Menu: Pulled pork and turkey sandwiches, hot dogs, homemade beans,
macaroni and cheese, potato salad and tortes
PLEASE BRING LAWN CHAIRS
*For more information, please go to www.ourshepherducc.com

Thank you

MUSIC SCHEDULE
10:00 Worship Service with

Siegmann Family Band
From Watertown, Wisconsin

11:15 Praiseworthy
&
Gospel Guys
From Howards Grove, WI

12:15 VOX
From Sheboygan, WI

1: 15 TBA
We hope that you will
join us for FITF 2022
and spend the day
taking in all of the
beauty and blessings
that God has provided.

Let’s Be a Loving Community
I am a huge fan of the author Brian McLaren. I find his writing to be powerful and
quite often right on the mark. A couple of weeks ago I finished his book, ‘Faith
after Doubt’. In this writing McLaren talks about the evolution of faith and how
this might contribute to the decline of participation in organized religion. It was a
good read and a couple of weeks later, I keep returning to one of his points.
McLaren argues that one of the reasons the work of the Church continues to be so
important is that we help build healthy community.
Yes, the Church does lots of important work, from sharing the teachings of our
scripture to carrying out the work of sharing God’s love, but there is yet another
important task that we participate in. We build community. We gather
individuals together, focusing on common causes and identifying ways we can combine efforts together for common
gains. That result is what community is all about. This work is crucial in offering individuals a sense of purpose, a feeling
that they are part of something much greater than any of their own efforts alone.
McLaren argues that if the Church doesn’t meet the universal human need for community, then other groups will and
some of them are not good. Examples include the rise of the white supremacy movement and increases in gang
activities. These movements offer individuals a sense of purpose and value, in part by placing their personal value
higher than the value of others. These organizations center their focus on forces of destruction instead of God’s love.
The Church plays a vital role if offering an alternative to these destructive movements.
Perhaps as we transition into a post-pandemic world this work is even more vital. Our sense of community is definitely
one of the victims of pandemic. Many traditions and practices have been set aside. At some level, people have
forgotten how to do and be a community. As we move forward, the Church knows how to restore community, but it
might require some intentionality on our part.
Our new mid-week coffee gatherings are a good example of this work. We really are not hosting those events in order
to provide coffee or bakery, (although those are always present and great.) The purpose really is to provide an
atmosphere for conversation, for building community. We did the same with our Thursday evening potluck, it did not
have a big agenda, other than to offer a place for conversation and laughter. We will be offering more activities as we
move forward. I encourage you to participate as you are able, and maybe most importantly, invite a friend or a neighbor
to participate as well. We are all part of this community, let’s make it a strong one, it might be the most important work
we can do right now.

-Peace, Pastor Nathan
FAITH IN THE FALL
RAFFLE and TORTE donations
"Faith in the Fall" is Sunday, September 18 and we are in need of raffle items and
torte donations for the music festival. Items need to be to Renae by Sunday, September 4, if you would like
her to arrange them in a basket. (Thank you Renae!) Tortes may be brought to church between 3-5 p.m. on
Saturday, September 17, or in the morning on Sunday, September 18. Please contact Kay Sheahan if you have
questions. (920) 889-0519. Thank you for all of your generous raffles and delicious torte donations!!

