
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Shepherd’s Word                   August 2026 
Our Shepherd UCC                         Pastor Nathan Athorp 
710 Ethan Allen Drive             Howards Grove, WI 53083 
920-565-3376                          ourshepherducc.com 
Send newsletter articles to:    OurShepherdNewsletter@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Cell Number:                                                    920-946-3585 
Pastor’s e-mail:                                              nathorp70@gmail.com  

Our congregation is fully LGBTQ+ Open and Affirming. While some members of 
our congregation may hold different views, we as a community hold that being 
LBGTQ+ is fully compatible with being a Christian and is not sinful. LGBTQ+ 
people are welcome to participate fully in our community and sacraments and 
take on leadership positions within our community. 
 
Prayer Concerns… 
Please keep those who are shut-in or ill in your prayers 
 
Jane Kesting –  909 Ethan Allen Dr 
      Howards Grove, WI 53083 
Fritz & Jackie Grunewald - 749 Audubon 
     Howards Grove, WI 53083  
Roy Gadicke – 403 South Wisconsin Drive 

    Howards Grove, WI 53083 
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Sunday Monday Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

August 2026 
At this time, we are recording worship and 
posting it to both our YouTube Channel and 
our Facebook page after our worship service 
has concluded.  

Pantry 
Item: 

School 
Supplies  

   1 

2  9:00 a.m.  
     VBS Celebration 
 
 
Greeters: VBS Students 

3 
 

4 
Meal Prep for 
Salvation 
Army@ 12:00 

5 
6:00 RCCC 
Meeting  at  
St. John’s 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 

9        7:30 Praiseworthy practice 
          9:00 a.m. Worship/Sacraments 
          
           
 
Greeters: Munger Family, Deb Haas 

10 
 

11 
 
 

12 
Coffee Break 
9:00 a.m. 
 
People & Pronouns 
Workshop 
3-4:30 

13 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
 

16       9:00 a.m. Worship 
        
                  Raiseright Orders Due 
             
Greeters: Horneck Family 

17 
 

18 
Meal Prep for 
Salvation 
Army@ 12:00 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 

23       9:00 a.m. Worship/Formans from  
                                                                     Fulton 
 
 
Newsletter Articles Due   
Greeters: Roger & Kay Sheahan 
 
30       9:00 a.m. Worship   
 
Greeters: Koehler Family 
 

24 
6:00 
Praiseworthy 
practice 
 
 
31 
6:00 
Praiseworthy 
practice 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
Coffee Break 
9:00 a.m. 
 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 
 

29 



             Newsletter via E-mail? 
Simply let Pastor Nathan or Shari know if you 
would like to receive our newsletter via e-mail 

instead of having it sent in the mail. 
 
Vanco Giving 
Currently about 30% of our giving flows in via Vanco. 
As you make your travel plans maybe you would like to 
consider utilizing Vanco for your giving practices.  
See Pastor Nathan for details. 
 
 

Coffee Break    2nd and 4th Wednesday of Each Month 
Our Shepherd UCC  9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
710 Ethan Allen Drive  Howards Grove 
 

Our Shepherd will be hosting a Coffee Break on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month. Please join us for a time of open conversation along with a cup 
of coffee and, perhaps, a cookie or two. 
  Bring your ideas, friends and neighbors! ALL ARE WELCOME!!! 

  
Summer Worship - May - August 

Worship service time 9:00 a.m.  

Worship Livestream update 
We have changed our worship videoing process.  We have found the 
Facebook Livestream option to be too unstable.  At this time, we are recording 
worship and posting it to both our YouTube Channel and our Facebook page 
after our worship service has concluded.   
 

 
Consistory         Pastoral Relations   Officers 
Rich Van Wyk – President  Nicole Twohig – Sec.  Mandi Grube –  
Lloyd Athorp    Carol Mae Milbrath   Treasurer 
Lee Henschel    Ann VanWyk   Carla Hemb –  
Carol Mae Milbrath   Sandy Vollbrecht    Church Secretary 
Stephanie Wallace        and 
Alicia Thede Financial  Secretary  



The Falls Food Pantry serves the needs of Howards Grove, Kohler, 
Sheboygan Falls and Waldo. All donations are very much appreciated. 
As you do your grocery shopping, consider purchasing a couple extra 
items for our food pantry donation   

     

Praiseworthy's August/September Schedule 
Sunday, August 16  7:30 AM Practice and 9:00 Service 
Monday, August 24  Practice at 6:00 p.m. 
Monday, August 31  Practice at 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, September 6 7:30 AM Practice and 9:00 Service 
Monday, September 14 Practice at 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, September 20  8:30 AM Practice and 10:00 Service 
Monday, September 21 Practice at 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, September 27  *12:00 p.m. *Soundcheck at "Faith in the Fall" 

 

God’s Blessings on your Birthday - August 
11 Victoria Eisentraut 13 Ava Ver Straate 
18 Todd Stoffregen  21 Audrey Aardappel 
25 Sandy Keslin   26 Nancy Henschel 
26 David Aardappel 
 

People & Pronoun: Language That Sees Us 
A theologically grounded, practical workshop designed to help church members  

move from uncertainty to faithful practice around Gender-inclusive language.  
More than a grammar lesson, this workshop will invite participants into deeper 

discipleship – where honoring names and pronouns becomes an act of spiritual integrity 
and communal transformation. 

    August 12, 3:00 – 4:30         Led by Pastor Ruth 
St. Luke UMC, 623 Ontario Avenue, Sheboygan 

 
 
Consistory Meeting - July 12, 2026 
Our Shepherd participated or hosted these activities in June and July – 
Kingdom Fest and Pride Fest, RCCC Joint worship service, Vacation Bible 
School 
Next meeting: September 13 @ 8:30 a.m. 
See the bulletin board for full meeting minutes 



 
Dates to Remember in August 
Sunday, August 2   9:00 VBS Program 
Wednesday, August 5  6:00 RCCC Meeting @ St. John’s 
Sunday, August 9   9:00 Worship/Sacraments 
Sunday, August 16   7:30 a.m. praiseworthy practice 
Sunday, 16, 23, 30   9:00 Worship 
Tuesday, August 4, 18  12:00 Meal prep for Salvation Army 
Wednesday, August 12, 26 9-11:00 a.m. Coffee Break  
Sunday, August 16   Raiseright Order  
Sunday, August 23   9:00 Formans from Fulton perform worship service 
Monday, August 24, 31   6:00 p.m. praiseworthy practice 
Sunday, August 23   Newsletter Articles Due 
Sunday, August 2   9:00 VBS presentation for worship service 
Sunday, September 6  7:30 a.m. praiseworthy practice 
Monday, September14, 21 6:00 p.m. praiseworthy practice  
Sunday, September 20  8:00 a.m. praiseworthy practice 
Sunday, September 27  12:00 Sound Check 
Sunday, September 27  10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Faith in the Fall 

 
Raiseright Program 

Members can order gift cards in church through Shari every 3rd Sunday or order online. E-
cards and Reloadables are available for some of the cards, they are labeled on the Raiseright 
Order Form with and “E” or “R”. Physical cards would be available when church order is placed. 

To order online, go to hhtp://www. Raiseright.com/enroll 
Set up your account and enter our enrollment code: 92164F3732736 to have your purchase apply 

to Our Shepherd UCC. 

 We earned $148.00 for the month of July. 

School will be starting before you know it. 
Get you gift cards now to buy those supplies. You can 

also fill the Pantry basket with supplies!!! 
 Thank you for your Support! 

 
YOGA    
 
Yoga will resume in September 14th at 11:00 am.   Consider joining us for the 
next session.   For more information contact Renae at 920-565-2785. 



 
 

Meals for Salvation Army 
We are in need of gift cards from Walmart, Piggly Wiggly and Aldi 

Anyone who is interested in helping to prepare these meals is welcome. 
We meet at church, every other Tuesday, at 12:00, to prepare the meals. 

A huge thank you to everyone who has helped by contributing food or gift cards to 
make these meals possible; your support is greatly appreciated. 

 
WE ARE IN NEED OF BANQUET SIZE FOIL PANS (18in x10in) 

 
August 4 - Ham Supper Pasta Salad with Monte Cristo Sliders and Jello. 

We need a dessert for 40 for this meal 
We have all of the other ingredients. 

 
August 18 - Pork Roast Stew with Cole Slaw and an Apple French Toast 
for dessert. We have all of the ingredients for this meal. 
 
Thank you to everyone that has donated time, money for food, or anything 

else to help make these meals happen. 
The Salvation Army volunteers look forward to serving our meals. Anyone can offer to 
prepare a meal to donate at any time by contacting Carryejo Cony at 920-694-1271 or 
going to their website: http://centralusa.salvationarmy.org/sheboygan/el-vo  
 
 

WISCONSIN CONFERENCE NEWSLETTER 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/wisconsin+/FMfcgzQhVWwKT
GjMmRfLmXgJRGzvBXf 
 
 

BOOK STUDY  
Book Study will reconvene on Sunday September 20 at 
6:30.  Our next deep dive will be ' How We Learn to Be Brave: 
Decisive Moments in Life and Faith' by Mariann Edgar Budde 
copyright 2023.  That first evening let’s try to discuss up to 
the beginning of Chapter 3.  Feel free to invite others who 
you think might enjoy our time together.  
 

http://centralusa.salvationarmy.org/sheboygan/el-vo
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/wisconsin+/FMfcgzQhVWwKTGjMmRfLmXgJRGzvBXfk
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/wisconsin+/FMfcgzQhVWwKTGjMmRfLmXgJRGzvBXfk


“The Upper Room” devotional for July/August  
is located in the Literature Rack 
Rural Church Collaborative Committee Representatives are:  
Immanuel – Pastor Sean Cornell, Rodney Thieleke, Kristy Pahl  
St. John’s – Diane Weiland, Ross Bender, Kathy Aulik 

Bethel – Pastor Diane Cayemberg, Dennis Roethel, Lisa Grubisic 
Our Shepherd – Pastor Nathan Athorp, Jaimie Simon, Shari Ver Straate 
Next Meeting  - August 5 @ St. John’s – Schwartzwald at 6:00 p.m. 
 

What great representation at the joint worship service. 
There were 103 people attending and participating in our service on Sunday, 

July 12.  Our mission project, of collecting kid-friendly meals, will help 
Immanuel and Kiel food pantries serve the community. Thanks to Jaimie and 

Charlie Simon for providing special music. 
 

 

 



Church School News 
 Items for the Food Pantry:  August  - School Supplies     
Donations may be placed in the basket, located in the church entryway 
 

Beverage Tabs for the Ronald McDonald House       
Birthday Bags - The sign-up sheet for birthday bags is in the binder.  Help 
brighten birthdays for those facing food challenges at this time.  To complete a 
bag, you would donate: a cake mix, a small bottle of oil, frosting, and candles.  
Eggs are provided by the food pantry.   There are large Ziplock bags located in 
the office for the cake supplies.   
                                                           

Deep Blue 
B: Be with God L: Love God & neighbor U: Understand yourself as a child of God E: Explore 
the Bible       
Church school is offered to children age 3 to confirmation.  Confirmation students are 
support for our younger members. The program runs from 8:30 to 9:45   

Church school will resume on October 11th.  Watch for details in 
the September newsletter.   
 
Information will be coming soon regarding the teachers planning 
meeting                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                           

 
Echoing from the mountains of Snowball Mountain Challenge are 41 
Challengers, 7 Youth Helpers, 4 Adult Helpers, 4 Kitchen Staff, 5 
Support Staff and 6 Teachers.   They have all been working hard to 
meet the challenges put to them each day to achieve all five medals.  
There are many people to be thanked for making this a successful 
week.  Watch for more shout outs in the September newsletter.   

 
 
 

 
 
 



Church Recycling  
One of the ways in which Our Shepherd cares for 
creation is through our multiple recycling/reusing 
efforts.  
Can tabs – Ronald McDonald House 
Egg cartons - to be used for food pantries   
Plastic bottle caps 
Prescription bottles – to be reused for veterinary 
medication 
Used American flags, ready for disposal 
Plastic bags - to be used to make benches 
All items MUST be clean, dry and empty. Please leave 
items in the church office. 
Plastic bags can be placed in the container in the choir 
room. Thank you. 
Some of these items are being saved for other church 
communities that are doing their part for God’s creation. If you are 
collecting any items, please let us know.  

 
To date our continued collection of plastic has 
saved 1,186 pounds from being put in landfills.  Your efforts to be stewards of the 
earth are commendable.    
 

FAITH IN THE FALL RAFFLE BASKETS 
Thank you to everyone for donating so many beautiful raffle baskets 
to our past Faith in the Fall Music Festivals. This year, our “Faith in 
the Fall Music Festival” is on Sunday, September 27, from 10:00 - 

2:00 p.m. and we are looking for raffle basket items and/or donations. If you 
would like a basket put together by our raffle basket extraordinaire, Renae 
Wunsch, please have your basket items for her between Sunday, August 9 
and Sunday, September 13. If you would like to make a donation and need 
someone to do the shopping for a basket, please let me know. I would be 
happy to do that for you. Also, if you have any questions, please let me know. I 
hope you are able to join us for “Faith in the Fall 2027.” Thank you for your help. 
Kay Sheahan (920) 889-0519 
 
 
Children’s Room 
Please consider taking a Sunday to cover the children’s room.  There is a 
sign-up sheet in the binder. This room is for children that can independently 
be with another adult up to first grade.  When an adult is available, the room 
is covered from after children’s time until the end of the service.   
 



 
           Please join us on  
Sunday, August 23 at 9:00 AM with 
The Formans from Fulton, MO. 
Invite your family and friends and join us for a 
special concert, by Norman and Marty Forman, 
from Fulton, Missouri. The Formans travel the 
country giving praise, honor and glory to our 
Lord Jesus Christ through the songs that they 
sing. They consider it a blessing that the Lord 
desires to use them to accomplish His will and 

purpose in spreading His Gospel through song. They will be singing 
at the Gospel Music Fest in Hilbert, WI, but are staying an extra day 
to share their time and talents with us. Please join us for what is sure 
to be an enjoyable and entertaining concert!  
 
 
Gospel Fest in Hilbert, WI 
When: On Friday and Saturday, August 21 and 22, at the Hilbert 
Civic Park located on Highway 57/32 in Hilbert, Wisconsin, the 
“Voices of Peace” will host their 21st  annual Gospel Fest from 11AM 
to 7PM on Friday and from 10AM to 7PM on Saturday, with a delicious 
Friday Night Fish Fry. 
What to Expect: Bring your lawn chairs, bring your family, and be 
ready for a wonderful, spirit-filled weekend! There will be 15 
performing groups playing country, bluegrass, and southern gospel 
music. Food, snacks and refreshments will be available on the 
grounds; brats and hamburgers on Friday and Saturday, fish fry on 
Friday and chicken breasts on Saturday… AND many delicious 
desserts and root beer floats. 
For More Information about Gospel Fest: 
https://voicesofpeacemusic.net/gospel-fest/ 

https://voicesofpeacemusic.net/gospel-fest/


 



PASTOR’S PONDERINGS  

The Gospel readings for most of the Sundays 
in July, (Matthew 13), all share Jesus’ 
parables focusing on the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  We have explored things like 
planting seeds, pulling weeds, sorting fish 
and kneading dough.  When Jesus spoke 
directly to his followers, those were the 
images he used to describe what the 
Kingdom of Heaven was like.  Now of course 
these are parables, so it is up to the reader to 
transfer the images to the Kingdom.  For the 
most part the images all involved simple 
common items and activities which required 
human participation.  All of those items are 
also influenced by our Creator.  Given both 
the human and the Creator element, a 
partnership between God and humans is in 
order for the Kingdom to be experienced.  It is 
perhaps helpful to note that none of these 
images contain fancy immense golden 
thrones, pearly gates with a checkpoint to enter through, or even ensembles of angels 
performing on harps.  The thirteenth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel portrays the Kingdom of 
Heaven very much like our everyday world.  The challenge might be in our ability to 
recognize the Kingdom when it is right in front of us.     
Perhaps as we find ourselves in the dog days of summer this timing couldn’t be better.  As 
the outdoor temperatures and humidity reach their highs for the season, we might be 
naturally inclined to slow down a little bit.  We might spend a few extra moments 
observing the world around us instead of hurrying to the next activity.  We slow our pace 
down a little and notice the little miracles happening every day.  Have you noticed how 
much the corn in the fields seem to grow almost daily?  Did you notice the birds singing 
early this morning?  Or how about the fire flies dancing across the lawn just after dark?  If 
you are really lucky maybe you can catch the sound of the children playing. 
None of those things are out of the ordinary and yet all of them are really easy to miss in 
the busyness of our lives.  I fear we run the same danger in our quest for the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  We fall into the trap of searching for the over-the-top extravagant.  In the process 
of doing that, we miss the Kingdom of Heaven happening all around us.  I urge you to take 
advantage of the dog days of summer and see what our Creator might be inviting you to 
partner with here and now in order to make the Kingdom of Heaven come alive, here and 
now. 
-In Christ’s Love, Pastor Nathan 
 


